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Message from
the Director...
The trees are budding, the grass
is greening and the early spring
flowers are peeping through
the mulch. In short, things
are blossoming in and around
Milwaukee. So too at Petawa
Cultural Center, we are brimming
with new life.
Venture had another exciting
year with 30 girls confidently
“venturing out” as women of
purpose, conviction and selfless
service. The year consisted
of seminars ranging from
“Understanding Shame and Guilt”,
“The Gift of Being a Woman”,
and “Service as a Lifestyle”. The
Venture Out Initiative helps the
participants expand their vision
and realize their capacity to make
meaningful differences in the
lives of others by having the girls
come up with an initiative that
serves the community in some
way. This year, the girls will host
Family Fun Day on May 1st, and
they decided that the funds raised
will go towards the new center in
Brookfield. We hope to see you
there! We couldn’t be more proud
of these girls!
Petawa has also been alive with
preparations for our ever popular
summer programs…Camp Tuck
and Tiny Tuck. Camp counselors
and staff have been diligently
working to ensure a meaningful
and fun experience for all. From
grade school to high school, girls
of all ages have opportunities for
growth in friendship and virtues
through these many activities.
Also growing is our new center in
Brookfield. We are very excited
about its progress and eagerly
look forward to seeing it come to
completion this fall. We believe
our new location will animate the
work we do with women of all
stages and ages. Watch us grow!

By the Numbers
Have you driven past the new Petawa
construction site in Brookfield lately?
If so, you have seen a fully enclosed
building with lots of activity and exciting
new developments! Thanks to you, our
stakeholders, the campaign was started
by foundational gifts in 2019. The
Cornerstone Campaign, begun in 2021,
was established to make the new center a
reality. Let’s look at the numbers.
The total cost of the project is
$8,000,000, a daunting number to be
sure! With many generous donors and
pledges, we closed the gap to $3.6
million by the end of 2020. Concentrated help and support from friends helped us raise
over $1,160,000 in 2021, bringing us to $2.5 millon from our total goal. These gifts,
both big and small, were all donated with a spirit of love and sacrifice and we couldn’t
be more grateful.
To break down that balance into more manageable bites, we have delineated specific
needs such as Cicada’s Cove, the lower level of the center where high school girls will
receive formation and make authentic friendships. It is also the planning space for Camp
Tuck, Tiny Tuck and Venture. The cost, incorporated into the total price, is $300,000.
We have been the happy recipient of donations restricted to Cicada’s Cove, where high
school girls will benefit from our mission based programming.
Other restricted gifts come by way of the oratory, the true heart of the center. Integral
to the formation that Petawa offers women and girls is the spiritual impetus that comes
through and from each one’s interior life. The oratory at Petawa that houses Our Lord in
the Blessed Sacrament is a place for personal prayer, spiritual growth, and sacramental
renewal. If you would like to make a contribution towards this space, we have a number
of gift opportunities available.
Mark Steigerwald, project manager for Dahlman Construction,
broke down the progress. “Inside the building, mechanical
systems and fire sprinkler systems are being installed. Brick and
masonry stone will begin in about a month,” he said. We are also
the grateful recipients of hand carved statues and stained glass
by friends of Petawa, Joe and Jim Dillett. Their craftsmanship and
generosity epitomize the spirit of Opus Dei.
Hope and the optimism instilled in us by St. Josemaria leads us
to finish this project with joy. The foundation of any building is
important, giving it sure footing, but the cornerstone represents
the sacrifices of a job completed well. Please join us in the
Cornerstone Campaign. For more information, contact Mary
Magnor, at mcmags2001@gmail.com.

Lena Raffin
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Petawa
Spotlight

Life Uncorked

From the Board

Life Uncorked was sparked by the mission of Petawa Cultural Center of inspiring
women, strengthening families and enriching the culture. Renee Gratz and Mary
Magnor decided it was time to reach out to younger married couples who may want
to learn more about strengthening marriages, raising happy families and navigating
the culture with optimism. Once their husbands came onboard, Life Uncorked hit the
ground running.

Have you driven down North
Ave yet to see the progress
of the new Petawa Cultural
Center? If you haven’t yet,
please put down this newsletter
and hop in your car. It is so
beautiful -so very exciting.
Every time I drive by ( which
is way too often), my heart
is full just thinking about all
the people we hope to reach,
the friendships we can foster,
the beauty we can share. We
are over the moon with the
progress being made and the
reality that we will open our
new doors later this year.
As we reach completion
sometime this fall, it is
important that you all
understand that Petawa is
YOUR center - your home
away from home - because it
is. Hopefully, it will be more
convenient for you now to find
us, to park easily, to bring your
little ones, to stop in for a visit
to the oratory, to bring new
friends, to join us for speakers,
recollections, book clubs, and
more. Everything has been
planned to make Petawa a real
home, a place where everyone
can feel comfortable and
welcome. I just can’t wait.
But while we are waiting,
please do drive past the
construction… and then, catch
the excitement. We still need
help from everyone to make
the dream become reality. Our
fundraising has been moving
forward, but this is a huge
project and we have not yet met
our financial goal. Become a
part of this wonderful endeavor
-- and make a difference.
Linda Pryor
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What do you get when you gather an energetic group of young married couples and
mentors in one room to discuss marriage and family life? Life Uncorked!

Mary said, “Life Uncorked was started by older parents who, like fine wine, improve
with age and want to encourage and support those parents still in the trenches with
young ones. It can be a very lonely time and we want to encourage and support young
families in the most important job of all…. raising children to maturity in the image and
likeness of God.”
The event is casual and meets quarterly. Participants and mentors mingle and relax
before the presentation in the hopes that real friendships form. When couples support
one another in marriage and family life, the result is always positive for them and the
communities in which they live.
The first meeting was held in November, 2021. Catherine and Mike Dybicz, parents
to four children under the age of 7, presented: Kids, Chaos, Careers and Conflict. The
Dybiczs’ provided an inside peek into how they live a peaceful family life, despite
the pressures of a growing family. Their secret? A weekly date night to synchronize
priorities as well as the family calendar. After the presentation, the floor was opened
to questions and a fun, flowing conversation ensued.
In March the group delved into the topic of marriage. “Marriage, a Sacramental Bond”
was presented by a young priest while Anna and Joe Wichgers followed up with
“Perfectly Imperfect”, offering practical insights in living this vocation. Over 35 guests
came to that session.
Future topics for consideration are: “Stuff: Parenting in the Age of Materialism”, “Trust
and Educating in Freedom,” and “Family Dinners: You can do this!” A family picnic is
being planned for late summer so children can meet and join in the fun.
If you would like more information about Life Uncorked or would like to start you own
group, contact Mary Magnor at mcmags2001@gmail.com

Girls for Good
Girls for Good is a club for middle school
girls, inspired by Petawa’s mission of
transforming the culture towards the good,
the true and the beautiful. Leaders, Krissy
Andrastek and Jennifer Denten, with the
able assistance of Emmy Flegner, plan
monthly service projects for the roughly 30
girls registered.
Many of these girls have been in clubs
together since 4th grade. Now, as seventh and eighth graders, they are ready to give
back to others. Empowering women and girls to use their feminine identity to live their
vocation in pursuit of holiness and to be of service to others is the key to this club.
As a kick off in September, Girls for Good heard a talk by Madeline Guenzel, a former
teacher and young mother, who impressed them with her insights into the gift of
femininity and how women are uniquely equipped to make a beautiful difference in the
world. A self-described “tomboy”, Madeline
told the group that she learned to appreciate
her feminine gifts as she matured. “It is
important to value the gifts that a woman
brings to the world,” she explained.
One club attendee, Maria, said, “I especially
liked the talk Mrs. Guenzel gave on how
great it is to be a woman because women
are the keepers of tradition in the family.
Altogether, this club is a great way to help
those in need and to have a good time with my friends!”
The energetic group have decorated frames for ultrasound photos for a crisis pregnancy
support center, visited an assisted living facility, and made warm up kits and blankets for
the local homeless community. “The girls absolutely loved visiting the elderly residents
at Cecelia Place. They heard lots of stories about families, what life was like for them
decades ago and we even sang Christmas carols with them. They learned how to
operate wheelchairs and fold up walkers so they can help anyone who needs it when
they are out in the community,” Krissy added.
In May Girls for Good will team up with a
fifth grade club, led by Rose Malloy and May
Lewandowski. That project will be a Mother/
Daughter Tea and photo shoot. Both groups
hope to use the event to raise funds for a
worthy cause in our community.
Petawa Cultural Center is proud to be the
inspiration of this and many other clubs
for elementary school girls. If you would
like more information on clubs for girls
or with help starting your own, please
contact Cindy Twetten by emailing her at
cindytwetten@gmail.com.

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE PETAWA CULTURAL CENTER GALA
FRIDAY, JUNE 10, 2022
5:30 P.M. COCKTAILS
7 P.M. DINNER
AT THE BROOKFIELD CONFERENCE CENTER
325 SOUTH MOORLAND ROAD, BROOKFIELD, WI 53005

What’s
Happening?

From the Prelate

From the mid-1950’s, Saint
Josemaria began to set out
a monthly intention in Opus
Dei that would be the aim of
the prayer, study and apostolic
efforts of many people. Saint
Josemaria wanted everyone
to take personal responsibility
for the needs of the Work, the
Church and the world, and to
pray and work all together.
The practice of the monthly
intention has continued under
the direction of all of Saint
Josemaria’s successors. Besides
being united to the intentions
of the Holy Father, the Prelate
invites the faithful of Opus Dei
and their friends to pray for the
following intention this year
until October 2, 2022:
“Believers know that
persevering, united prayer can
attain everything,” he wrote.
“The Pope has often stressed
trust in the power of prayer for
particular intentions. At the
same time, prayer and action
are inseparable; the intentions
of our prayer overflow in
intense apostolic work in
various settings.
“Let us pray for the plans for
a renewed apostolic impulse
and coordination of our
apostolic activities, which are
being developed in various
circumscriptions of the Work.
We can contribute to this with
our own apostolic plans and
initiatives, being open to the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
By developing our personal
talents in the place where we
are, we act as Christian leaven.
Jesus is the Lord of History,
and He is relying on each of us
to renew the world.
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Find out more at petawa.org
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Venture Family Fun Day
May 1
Petawa Retreats
April 1-3
April 8-10
April 22-24
Tiny Tuck
June 20-23
Camp Tuck
July 10-15
Petawa Cultural Center Gala
June 10
Visit petawa.org for more details on
times, locations, and more current
activities.
Please see the Shellbourne Conference
Center website for other retreats for
women.

Petawa Speaks

Have you been to Petawa Speaks, our monthly speaker
series? If not, you are missing out on some important and
insightful topic. The speaker series is for women of all
ages and stages of life, open to learning more about culture in all its aspects, making us well rounded individuals
able to impact the world around us.
First semester of this year we learned how to be “Busy
but Balanced” as Linda Pryor guided us to thrive during
the busy seasons of life. Stefanie Tripoli, Suzanne
Presberg and Monica Kampshroer talked about “No Fuss
Fashion: What to wear and how to wear it without losing
your mind or blowing your budget”. In November, educator Cindy Twetten, presented “Emotional Regulations for
Adults and Teens”, noting that temper tantrums are not just for toddlers.
The new year kicked off the very important topic of “ Faithful Citizenship: Thoughts about
Rights and Responsibilities” by Diane Schlosser. Replete with historical and philosophical
references, the audience left with a greater regard for this responsibility. Just recently Liz
Noack presented, “Choose Forgiveness”. Not only can you help others with forgiveness, you
can actually improve the quality of your own life, Liz explained.
Our final presentation for the school year will be on the importance of reading good books.
On Thursday, April 28th “Beauty Will Save the World” will be presented by Anne Auger, a
mom, educator and engaging speaker.
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